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Zoo Lesson plan
Theme:
What will I learn:

Curriculum 
links:

Primary (ages 5-11) AWESOME AOTEAROA - HIDDEN TAONGA

Aotearoa has many animals that are hard to find. We like to call these 
animals “hidden taonga” because they are unique and important to 
our place.

Lessons include a range of aspects from the main strands of the NZ Curriculum 
English, the arts, health and physical education, learning languages, mathematics and 
statistics, science, social science and technology.
They also consider the Key Competenc ies Thinking, Using language, symbols and text, 
Managing self, Relating to others, Participating and communicating.

Some of Aotearoa’s animal Taonga 
are sometimes hard to find, but still 
important to take care of. 

• Check out this eely eely cool page for 
information about New Zealand longfin 
eels. 

• Take a peek at the heaviest insect in 
Aotearoa, the wētāpunga.

• What a cool frog, click here to learn 
about the amazingly camouflaged 
Archey’s Frog.

• Watch this amazing Archey’s Frog video on how to make, 
colour and pronounce in Te Reo.

• Print and colour in this picture using the Native Forest
resource and keep an eye out for our hidden taonga 
(resource attached). 

• Create and design a conservation poster for one of our 
endemic bat (pekapeka) species. 
Use this link for information. Show us your work using the 
hashtag #createwithaucklandzoo.

Follow the links to learn how to make chew cards, tracking 
tunnels and wētā hotels to see how we can help our 
hidden taonga in our own backyards and forests.

What does the word taonga mean to you?

• A taonga is anything precious or valuable. We say our 
native wildlife are taonga because they help make our 
country beautiful and healthy. 

What things are precious to you and how do you show 
them care?

Inspire

Act

Create

Reflect

Learn more about our hidden taonga!

• Research and compare the different 
types of wētā with the resource Wētā 
Venn Diagram (resource attached).
Use this video for help.

• Try out the Who am I? Quiz!
Hint: After the quiz, research the 
information on our website and try the 
quiz again to see if you improve. Follow 
this link for the Who am I? Quiz.

• Play Spy the Eye (resource attached). 

• Check out our short comic to learn more 
about whitebait (resource attached).

Explore

https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals/new-zealand-longfin-eel
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals/new-zealand-longfin-eel
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals/weta-punga
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals/archeys-frog
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals/archeys-frog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH__vKuUMRo
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/native-animals/bats-pekapeka/
http://j6tf91d0ueo2tdwbl2hqjjle-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/How-make-chew-cards-PFNZ-Trust-1.pdf
https://rfacdn.nz/zoo/assets/media/aug001-myzoo-activity-tracking-1.pdf
https://rfacdn.nz/zoo/assets/media/aug001-myzoo-activity-tracking-1.pdf
https://rfacdn.nz/zoo/assets/media/aug001-myzoo-activity-weta-hotel.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TK53iKxcKwA
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/animals
https://www.purposegames.com/game/who-am-i-hidden-taonga




Aotearoa New Zealand has five broad 
groups of wētā that call this place home.

Write their differences in the outer circles and their 
similarities in the middle where the circles overlap.

Can you find out the differences and similarities between 
these three groups?

Did you know?

See if you can add in the similarities and 
differences of the other groups of 
Wētā too. The ground and tusked Wētā.

Extra for experts

Tree

Giant

Tusked

Ground

Cave

Different groups of Wētā:
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