
Use these ideas to get your creative 
writing started...



This pack includes some picture prompts, and some story starters, along with 
a couple reflective questions to get your creativity going. These prompts can 
be fun for all ages, including adults! 

You could use one per day to get inspired in writing, or go through and choose 
your favourite to use. As a class, you could give the option of a couple prompts, 
or project one onto a screen for the class to all write something about. If you 
have some stories to share we would love to see them! 

Please share them with us via discoveryandlearning@gmail.com 
or using #createwithaucklandzoo



Write a creative story inspired by this photo of our 
hungry giraffe!

- What do you think their tasty snack tastes like?
- What might happen next?
- Where did these leaves come from? 



- What do you think is happening here? 
- What will happen next?

Write a creative story inspired by this photo!



Mel started packing up for the day. She was one of the last zookeepers to 
leave tonight, she had to make sure all the animals were comfortable and 
secure before heading home! Night had already fallen, and the full moon hung 
bright in the sky. Mel yawned as she carried her backpack to the gate, ready to 
swipe her card and head to the carpark. The light flashed red. This wasn’t 
supposed to happen. The gate was locked, and she had no way out…

- What will Mel try next?
- Which animals do you think she will hear throughout the night?
- What happens in the morning?



- What is happening here?
- What could happen next? 

Write a creative story inspired by this photo of a 
capybara and a squirrel monkey!



“Alright kids, get your torches and make sure to stay together!”. 
We were starting the night safari! I had been waiting weeks for this. I had seen 
the zoo countless times in the day, but to get a special tour a�er dark was a 
whole new experience. The zoo felt different, wilder, more mysterious! We 
began our tour, walking quietly through the dark on our way to Africa…

- What do you think will happen next?
- What kind of animals at the zoo would be active during the evening?
- How would you feel being able to go on a night safari?



- What do you think she might see when she opens her eyes?
- What would life be like for this newborn cub?

Write a creative story inspired by this photo of 2
week old red panda cub - Dahla!



The tall grass waved, sending rustles through the wind.
The hot, African sun rose slowly in the pale sky, already
burning down against the parched earth, deep crevices
cracking their way through the dry, orange dirt…

- Carry on creating a description of the African serengeti sunrise.
- Can you use descriptive words (adjectives), metaphors, similes 
or personification to help make an effective description?
- Choose a different ecosystem to describe 
(e.g. the Lush Rainforest).



Two black, bulbous eyes protruding from a pointed face, like marbles. Slimy skin 
covered in camouflage, shades of brown and green like a native forest floor...

Create a description for some of the weird and wonderful creatures at 
Auckland Zoo! Use WOW words and descriptive language (e.g. metaphors and 
similes) to paint a picture of the animal in your reader’s mind.



Which animal would you be? Which one do you think best 
represents your personality, and why?
Create a piece of writing explaining why you have chosen 
this animal.

- Use lots of detail and examples to support your choice of animal
- Hook the reader in with exciting language



Write a creative story inspired by the photo of a 
curious meerkat!

- What do you think is happening here?
- What can they see?
- What might happen next?



Come up with your very own, never before seen animal!

- Come up with a name for your animal (maybe a scientific name too!)
- Write a description of what your animal would look like and its 
physical adaptations
- Where does your animal come from? What kind of habitat is it 
adapted to?
- Include details around what your animal eats and how it behaves
- Draw an illustration to go with your animal!



Write a creative story inspired by this photo of
Burma and Anjalee with a giant pumpkin!

- What do you think is happening here? 
- Where did this pumpkin come from? 
- What will happen next?



The two friends stood side by side, gazing up at the orangutans above, 
swinging from rope to rope. The breeze around them picked up all of a sudden, 
they had to close their eyes to avoid any bark flying at them! Suddenly, the 
sounds of the animals changed, the air felt warm and humid, below their feet 
was concrete no longer. When they opened their eyes, before them lay the lush, 
expanse of the Sumatran Rainforest…

- How did the two friends get transported to Sumatra?
- What animals do you think they will find in the rainforest?
- How will they react? What will they do next?



– What do you think they are looking at?

Write a creative story inspired by this photo of our 
Emperor Tamarins!



Hayden had always thought trips to the zoo were boring, the animals were hard 
to see and always asleep. He wasn't going to wait around for hours just to see a 
flick of a tail! Despite this, here he was with his class, for a day in the sun 
watching empty enclosures. Well..that’s what he thought was going to happen. 
Until all of a sudden…

- What happened that Hayden did not expect at the zoo?
- How will he respond?
- How is his trip to the zoo going to end?



Email them to us at
discoveryandlearning@aucklandzoo.co.nz

Share them with our social media using
#createwithaucklandzoo
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