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This book belongs to

Auckland Zoo is coming to youl

In this edition, we're celebrating our natural treasures - New Zealand's
amazing wildlife! Learn what makes our wildlife unique in the animal
world and complete the animal profiles.

My favourite animal is

Draw it below

This is <Y ZOO

am — years old



Whm Blue duck

Habitat Size
Fast flowing 50-55cm long
rivers

Camouflaged
amongst rocks
to hide from
falcons and
harriers

Diet Conservation
Insects, grubs, status
fly larvae

Soft lip’ which helps
them scrape insect
larvae from rocks
without damaging
their bill

Whio are featured on the New Zealand ____ note.

Kea bo

Habitat Size
Forested 46¢m long
alpine region

Intelligent and
adaptable for survival
in harsh mountain
environment

Named from the
sound of its call,
'kee-aa’

Diet Conservation
Omnivore status

Do you know what
an omnivore is?

Strong beak to dig grubs
fromrotten logs and
manipulate objects

2

_» Brightcoloured feathers
% ontheunderside of wings

Kea are the only parrot in the world found in the

environment.




“Tieke - Saddleback

Habitat = Size ~ Diet Conservation Habitat ~  Size = Diet Conservation
Forests : 25cm long : Insects, fruit status Waterways . Females2mlong :  Omnivore : status
E andnectar  © T Noap . Males1m long :
. threatened :

Chestnut coloured
saddle across the back

Bright red wattles
that get larger
with age

Slime on body helps with breathing
and protects skin on land

Rows of small sharp teeth g y
Strong legs to hop [ that point backwards in

r through vegetation ' their mouth ' %

Photo credit: Emma Wells

p— Photo credit: Brian Cairns

Tieke are today only found on protected reserves and islands.
because they are easily caught by . and

Longfin eels only breed once in their lives. swimming into the
Ocean near Tonga to lay their eggs.




North Island brown kiwi u a tar ac ’

Habitat Size Diet Conservation Habitat Size Diet Conservation
Forests 40cm long Insects and grubs status Forest floor 65cm long Mainly insects status

Don't move a lot. Can
survive only taking one
breath an hour

Colouring helps to camouflage
in the forest floor to hide from
predators and prey

Kiwi are nocturnal. meaning they rest during the and Tuatara have been around for million
come out at to feed. years. That is before the dinosaurs existed!

—




KO ro I'a - Little penguin

Habitat Size Diet Conservation - Giving kiwi a head start
Coastal areas 25cm tall Fish, squid and status
crustaceans T Least i
L concern

How it works

Eggs: Kiwi eggs are
gathered from the wild
in the Coromandel and
yrought to our facility at e A sl

Auckland Zoo, where they The chicks are released
ar) 'ncubated dhatched onto predator-free ‘créche’
‘ islands Rotoroa and

Motutapu where they live 1ye

and grow in safety. The you

released bz

original fore
onge

0 tp

Korora are found on the coasts of New Zealand and




Photo credit: Brian Cairns

aucklandzoo.co.nz




What animal am 1?

My name means
‘god of ugly things'

I moult (grow out of my skin) 10
times before beginning adult life

Sarah Brill - Ectotherm Keeper
with tuatara

| am found only in
New Zealand
i What | love about my job is that |
My favourite part of the day is helping get to work with New Zealand's most
visitors find our very cryptic animals. rare and interesting species and help
them in the wild, and | get to share my
passion for them with our visitors.

| am too heavy to jump

| am one of the largest and
heaviest insects in the world

My favourite facts about tuatara are
that they were around when the
dinosaurs were alive, and that their
teeth are part of their jawbone -
instead of being individual pieces like

What I like about ectotherms is that
there are lots of them unique to NZ
and because of thejr differences to

y are interesting

ours. Many people might be surpri',sed other animals, the
that the crest along their backs isn't to look after.
sharp or hard - it's actually quite soft.
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Whos eye is whose?

Predator Free
Egg
Whio
Ectotherm

Wattles
Tieke

Kiwi
Island

Weta

Vegetation

Kea

Tuatara

Nocturnal

River
Logs

Mountain

Beach
Natural
Omnivore

Forest Floor

Tieke

Kiwi

Adapted
Camouflage

Alpine

Korora

Whio



WHAT IS WRITEBAIT?

@ﬁ%@%ﬁg%fgl

Have you ever eaten a whitebait fritter?
You might have wondered where
those tiny fish came from.

“Whitebait” is what we call the

young of five different fish from the
Galaxiidae family. They are native —— -
to Aotearoa/New Zealand.

WHITEBAIT

They look very different when they are grown up.
Giant kakopu can grow to 40cm long!
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When the eggs hatch, the river carries
the larvae to the sea where they spend
the winter feeding on small crustaceans.

Adult galaxiids lay their eggs amongst
the plants near the mouth of a river.

It's during this journey uvpstream
that they are caught in nets and
known to us as “whitebait”.

@ 7

Sadly, there aren’t as many

galaxiids as there used to be and Mo”uﬂon from our cities and
whitebait is getting harder to find. N fqrms has made many rivers

But it's not too late to change rhis,)

and we can dll do something to help!

Build fences
between farm animals
and waterways

And tell your
friends what you
have learned

Grow native plants
near rivers and streams

PLEASE DON'T EAT U8 N\—
LET US LIVE D GROW. )

B




@ Where do Draw the habitat"
we live? ¥




