
Ara Moana
Exploring the journey of Aotearoa New

Zealand’s tangata whenua. 

Word Glossary

Word Definition

Ngā Tohorā Whales

Te Kuaka The Godwit

Ngā Tohu Signs and markers

Te Rā The Sun

Te Marama The Moon

Ngā Manu Birds

                     
Waka A traditional Māori canoe

Tupuna Ancestors

Tangata Whenua First peoples of Aotearoa New Zealand

Vocabulary Builder

Below are some words that you will come across during your visit to
the Maritime Museum. 

Pre Visit work book
1-3 



Tohu!
Tohu are signs in nature that voyagers would use to find land.

Draw a line to match the word with the correct picture.  

Ngā Manu - Birds Ngā Tohorā - Whales

Te Rā - Sun 

Te Marama - Moon

Ngā Hau - Wind

Ngā Kapua - Clouds

Ngā Au -Currents

Ngā Whetu - Stars



Tohu Checklist

Ngā Kapua

Te Marama

Ngā Manu

Ngā Hau

Ngā Tohorā

Te Rā

Before coming to see us, try and find all of these tohu in
your surrounding area!

Ngā WhetuNgā Au 

Ngaru
Nga Ngaru are the waves of the Moana. Colour it in! 



KApehu WhetU

Raki

Whitinga

Tonga

Tomokanga

North

South

EastWest

The star compass is a valuable tohu. 
Practice saying these directions with your class or whānau

before your visit! 

Word Search

Science Learn - Kāpehu Whetū link

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/622-the-star-compass-kapehu-whetu

