


Vesica

Meet Peep, Pop, Zig, Bloop, Mmph, and Oof! Big, b‘r’ight,
and full of feeling. POPS is a joyful installation by day and a
playground of light by night. No rules, no instructions, just play!

Friday 25 September - Sunday 11 October | Aotea Square | FREE




Patch Theatre -

WONDERVERSE

Big universe. Small humans. Infinite wonder.

An immersive world powered by music Experience breathtaking lighting by
and light. In the Wonderverse, children Geoff Cobham, discover epic tunes by
help shape a universe of light — then step  Elisha Umuhuri from DEM MOB and,
inside it. best of all, become part of the action.

Adventure awaits in this unforgettable
experience.

Travelling through a tunnel of flickering
fireflies to dancing in a glowing forest
of light, they discover the vastness of the
cosmos one small step at a time. “If you are looking for a show that
will ignite your child’s imagination
and leave them wondering about
the stars, Wonderverse is a must

see.” - Kiddo Mag

Ages 4 - 10 years

@ Highly Visual
@ Sound Based

PATYH

Commissioned by the University of
Adelaide for its 150th anniversary

in 2024, Wonderverse was created

in collaboration with the Children’s
University and artists from the Centre for
Aboriginal Studies in Music (CASM) at
the Elder Conservatorium.

This project is supported by Linda Herd.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION PRICE PER TICKET
Thursday 1 - Tuesday 6 October From 10am Hunua Rooms, 40 minutes Child $20
(No show Friday 2 October) (Various session times) Aotea Centre Adult $35

School Holiday Groups $15

Nicholas Clark Management

MARIO THE MAKER
MAGICIAN

Robots, magic and slapstick...oh my!

Fresh from sold-out international
seasons and TV appearances, this is
imaginative theatre the whole family will
remember.

Mario the Maker Magician delivers
a fast-paced, feel-good theatrical
experience for all ages, blending DIY
robots, cardboard creations, clever
magic and vaudeville charm.

More than a kids’ show, it's a high- ozoz 2024
energy adventure packed with % K'?;/sf'_“ﬁgﬂ‘f:fer)% % A‘feé‘;';:imnge )%
humour, heart and inspiration. Along Fame Inductee Family Show

the way, Mario celebrates creativity,

invention and the simple joy of making,

encouraging audiences to do what they

love, use what they have, and have fun.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION PRICE PER TICKET
Friday 25 — Sunday 27 September Friday: 6pm Herald Theatre, 60 minutes Child $20
Saturday & Sunday:  Aotea Centre Adult $35
Tlam & 2pm Family of 4 $92
Concession $30

See page 15 for ticketing fees and family ticket options.



Suzy Cato

SUZY CATO’S
ANIMAL ANTICS

Get ready to stomp, squawk, and shimmy!

From the smallest kdkako to the boldest
lion, each tune invites tamariki and their
whanau to sing, dance and let their
imaginations roam free.

Join beloved children’s entertainer Suzy
Cato and her friends from the Parrot in
The Pocket band for an unforgettable
hour of music, laughter and playful

dventure. . . .
cevenire Warm, engaging and full of infectious

energy, Suzy Cato’s Animal Antics is a
heart-warming celebration of music,
nature and family fun. Perfect for young
audiences, this delightful performance
promises smiles, movement and
memories to treasure.

Journey through the animal kingdom
in this joyful live show packed with
folk favourites, sing-alongs, lively
percussion and plenty of audience
participation.

A foot-stomping, sing-along for the whole whanau.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION PRICE PER TICKET
Friday 2 October 10:30am Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre, 60 minutes Child $15 - $20
Aotea Centre Adult $25 - $35
Family of 4 $65 - $92
Concession $20 - $30
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Rollicking Entertainment

KITCHEN CHAOS

Expect magic, mayhem and pies in the face in this crazy caper.

Spray and Wipe are messy magicians,
and they’ve been invited to a surprise
party. But after a terrible cake squishing .
accident, magic is let loose in the kitchen, e.ﬁ_eds’ sleight of hand, general
everything is turned topsy-turvy, and silliness and puns, proves

they have to figure out how baking works  irresistible.” - Stuff

before the party starts...

“A winning combination of
slapstick, sight gags, sound

Circus, slapstick and magic combine in this very special
theatre adventure.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION PRICE PER TICKET

Tuesday 29 Sepfember - 1am & 2pm Herald Theatre, 45 minutes Child S15

Sunday 4 October Aotea Centre Adult $25
Family of 4 $65
Concession $20

School Holiday Groups  $15

See page 15 for ticketing fees and family ticket options.



Jandel J & the Funky Friends

MOTUHAKE

The special gifts left for us to find.

When a young boy discovers some Join us for the return of Jandel J and the

marionettes in his grandfather’s attic, Funky Friends (The Perfect Gift, Baggage)

the dusty puppets magically spring to as they create a comic, action-packed

life! and uplifting show for tamariki and
whanau.

Armed with a magical umbrella and a set
of mighty moves, his newfound friends . . .
lead him on a transformative journey One of my all time favourite
to overcome his fear and conquer his shows!” - Audience member
dreams of being on the stage. Stronger

together and best friends forever!

Audio Described
Performance

Jandel

gL

Originally presented as part of the
Auckland Live Pick & Mix programme
in 2013, 2014 and 2020.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION PRICE PER TICKET
Thursday 8 — Saturday 10 October 1lam & 2pm Herald Theatre, 45 minutes Child $15
Aotea Centre Adult $25
Family of 4 $65
Concession $20

School Holiday Groups $15

cubbin
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Barbarian Productions

THE KIDS’ ELECTION

Kids Speak Up and Grown-Ups Listen! @ Highly visual
What would happen if tamariki had They can cast their votes, create their @ Get Involved
the power to vote? With New Zealand'’s own protest placards, and dress up

2026 election fast approaching, there’s as politicians, suffragettes, activists, or Q Relaxed Event
no better moment to bring Barbarian anything they want to be.

Productions’ much-loved interactive

experience, The Kids’ Election, to Tamaki The Kids’ Election sparks curiosity,

creativity and conversation about

Makaurau forfhe first fime. democracy, empowering young people to 'A n
Designed especially for kids, this free explore how their voices can shape the 'A n
pop-up polling booth invites children world around them.

into a playful, imaginative world where Stav as long as vou need to make vour AN
democracy comes to life. Inside this Yl gasy y

vibrant, interactive space, children can vote!

step into the role of decision-makers.

WHEN TIMES WHERE DURATION FREE
Fridqy 25 - Sunday 27 September Fri: 5pm - 6.30pm Waitakere Rooms, 15 to 60 minutes

Sat & Sun: 1lam - 3pm Aotea Centre



Te Pou Theatre in partnership with

The Dust Palace

KUA REWA
TE AIHIKIRIMI

A vibrant te reo Maori circus theatre experience for
tamariki.

Follow cheeky siblings Miro and Nikau on an epic
mission to get ice creams home from the legendary
Te Kao Store before they melt.

Kua Rewa Te Aihikirimi is a double scoop of fun
sprinkled with aerial acrobatics, juggling, adventure
and plenty of laughs for a high-energy, feel good
performance the whole whanau will enjoy.

@ Highly Visual DUST M PALACE

Q Relaxed Event

WHEN TIMES DURATION

Hand Pulled Collective

THE GIRL WHOSE
TWIN WAS ABIRD

You're invited to the grand opening of Petra Quek’s noodle
stall, Flying Mee Hoon Kueh.

As Petra cooks her signature noodles live on stage, a
tender coming-of-age story unfolds through puppetry,
food and imagination. Inspired by family, memory and
Malaysian hawker culture.

A heartfelt, multi-sensory theatre experience for tamariki
and their grown-ups.

2025

Winner of
Playmarket'’s
Asian Ink

2N
RALLID

@ NZSL Interpreted Performance

e Relaxed Event

WHEN TIMES DURATION

Saturday 26 & Sat: 10am, 1pm 45 minutes
Sunday 27 September Sun: 1.30pm

Saturday 3 & Sat: 10am, 1pm 45 minutes
Sunday 4 October Sun:1.30pm

WHERE PRICE PER TICKET

Concert Chamber, All Ages $12
Auckland Town Hall Family ofupto 5 $45
Kids under 5 Free

WHERE PRICE PER TICKET

Concert Chamber, All Ages $12

Auckland Town Hall Family of upto 5 $45
Kids under 5 Free

Pirate & Queen

BETSY BALLOON AND

THE VERY GREAT
TERRIBLEFLOOD

Welcome to the island of Helium where Betsy lives with
her balloon-factory-owning family. They're cheerful, a bit
money-mad and life is on the up.

But when the the tide turns against balloons, their world
pops. Betsy must start a new life in a far away city with her
eccentric uncle, Hercules Snark, an inventor of mostly half-
finished things.

Unfortunately, Snark has problems of his own. In his city, it
never stops raining. The streets are flooding. And things,
quite literally, are starting to sink.

Betsy Balloon is a rambunctious modern fable with original
music and illustration based on a story by Bill Manhire.

@ Highly Visual C A,/

ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND TOI AOTEAROA

@ NZSL Interpreted Performance

6 Relaxed Event

Co-commissioned by
Auckland Live and Creative New
Zealand'’s Festival Commissioning and

Presentation Fund managed by PANNZ.

Auckland Council

STAND UP
STAND OUT (SUSO)

Get ready for an epic afternoon as Auckland’s best secondary
school young emerging artists battle it out in the Finals of
Stand Up Stand Out 2026.

Following a competition that saw more than 2,000 students
take part from across the region, the finalists are going to
showcase their talents across six performance categories in
front of a live audience and expert judges.

From powerful vocals and dynamic dance routines to
outstanding original performances, this is your chance fo see
the future stars of Auckland.

Auckland

R4
. Council Z "
Wheelchair Access o Kaurihera o Tamat Makauray SASAS

Q Relaxed Event
@ Sound Based

WHEN TIMES DURATION WHEN TIMES

Saturday 10 & Sat: 10am, Tpm 50 minutes Saturday 26 September 3pm onwards
Sunday 11 October Sun:1.30pm

WHERE PRICE PER TICKET WHERE

Concert Chamber, All Ages $12 Great Hall, Auckland Town Hall FREE with a ticket
Auckland Town Hall Family of up to 5 $45

Kids under 5 Free

See page 15 for ticketing fees and family ticket options.



13

"OUT THERE IN THE SQUARE

The place to be for the creative, the curious, and the adventurous.
Join us for FREE, fun and playful pop-up experiences happening in Aotea Square.

PLAY ACTIVITIES
- GET CREATIVE!

Try your hand at Nga Taonga Taakaro (traditional Mdaori
games), or circus workshops with Te Kura Maninirau. Make
music with The Nukes, create puppets, make your own POP
Hat and build a Bee Garden with The Open Fort, amongst
other exciting activities and surprises. Use your imagination
and free play with our giant outdoor games every day!

Check out the schedule of events on page 16 to plan your day
at We The Young.

Saturday 26 September - Sunday 11 October
| lam - 3pm

DANCE-O-MAT

Auckland’s iconic outdoor dance floor where you get fo
show off your moves all day long. Whether you are a
seasoned dancer or a little groover, Dance-O-Mat is your
chance to dance like no one’s watching.

Connect your phone, pick your favourite song, push the
red button and cut loose to the beat.

In the festival closing weekend, between 11am - 3pm, join
special guests Projekt Team in a Biggie & Smalls street
dance battle and “NZ’s Queen of K-Pop” Rina Chae in the
ultimate playdate POP Party!

Friday 25 September - Sunday 11 October
| 8am - 8pm

More OUT THERE IN THE SQUARE activities and experiences to be announced soon.

: \6 ALL AGES @ @
- Wheelchair Get

Access Involved Events

Relaxed

) ®

Sound Based Sit and Move Your
Watch Body




SUNDAY SESSIONS

@D Musicjams for little early risers and their grown-ups.

Come along to the Concert Chamber at the Auckland Town Hall to hear some of the best children’s music bands in the
business. Join wrigglers, jigglers and star-jumpers for a joyful start to your Sunday mornings during We The Young.

o d

THE 9ShFMV

KIDS SHOW

Last year’s festival hit returns! Expect all the things that
make the 95bFM Kids’ Show magical, like games, music
and stories. There will also be a live radio play and a
kid-friendly rave!

Sunday 4 October | 9am - 11lam | 2 hours

IDED &=

! SPELLODIES!

This multi-award-winning family band from Tamaki
Makaurau have a suite of fun, funny and seriously catchy R
songs that secretly help kids become stellar spellers.

2024 2026
APRA Best song Tai Award for (__
for Primary Best Children’s
Age kids Music artist

AD))

THE STINK
BUG BAND

SN A Joyful bunch of musical misfits from Whangarei, creating

fun-filled adventures for tamariki and their whanau.
Through original songs, storytelling, unexpected sounds @

and plenty of laughs, they’ll bring to life a quirky and
curious world. Sing, dance and join in the fun.

Sunday 11 October | 10am | 60 minutes

Get / Highly Sound ‘ . Relaxed
Involved < Visual ‘[:])) Based ‘ R Events




Wonderverse

Hunua Rooms, 4-10
Aotea Centre years

DURATION

40 minutes

SCHEDULE

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
25 SEP 26 SEP 27 SEP 28 SEP 29 SEP 30 SEP 10CT 20CT 30CT 4 OCT 50CT 6 OCT

Various Session Various Session Various Session Various Session Various Session
Times Times Times Times Times
10am - 4.40pm 10am - 6.40pm 10am - 6.40pm 10am - 4.40pm 10am - 12.20pm

Mario the Maker
Magician

Herald Theatre,

Aotea Centre o

60 minutes

Suzy Cato's

Kiri Te Kanawa

SCHEDULE

SATURDAY SUNDAY
10 OCT 1 OCT

Garden Game Garden Game

Free Play Day Free Play Day
Tlam - 3pm Tam - 3pm

Sreet Dance
Battle with
Biggie and

Smalls

Tlam - 3pm

K-POP Party
Tlam - 3pm

10am
11.30am
1.30pm

Animal Antics Theatre, Aotea Centre o 60 minuies 10.30am
Kitchen Chaos Herald Theatre, 3-8 45 minutes
Aotea Centre years
Motuhake Herald Theatre, 5+ 45 minutes
Aotea Centre
Bundle Baby Waitdkere Rooms, 1-3 40 minutes
Aotea Centre years
Kua Rewa Te Concert Chamber, . 45 minutes 10am 1.300m
Aihikirimi Auckland Town Hall 1pm ~>UP
The Girl Whose Concert Chamber, 0 45 minutes
Twin Was a Bird Auckland Town Hall
Betsy Balloon and . Chamb
oncert Chamber, .
_frhe vslry gre:f Auckland Town Hall 7 o0 minuies
erriple rioo
Stand Up Great Hall,
Stand Out Auckland Town Hall 10+ 4.5 hours 3pm onwards
. . Waitakere Rooms 8-12 15 - 60
J 4 > > >
The Kids’ Election Aotea Centre years minutes Spm - 6.30pm  1lam - 3pm UL
1
o Hav.e a Go Hav.e a Go Nga Taonga Nga Taonga Pup?ei Pup?ef Ukulele Jam Ukulele Jam POP Hafs.
Play Activities Aotea Square AllAges 4 hours Circus Circus Free Play Day Taakaro Taakaro Making Making Free Play Day Hat Making
Tlam - 3pm Tlam - 3pm
Tlam - 3pm Tam - 3pm Tam - 3pm Tam - 3pm Tlam - 3pm Tam - 3pm Tam - 3pm
Dance-O-Mat Aotea Square AllAges  8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm 8am - 8pm
The Imaginarium Hunua Rooms, AllAges 60 minutes
9 Aotea Centre
. Concert Chamber, .
Spellodies Auckland Town Hall  AllAges 60 minutes
The 95bFM Kids  Concert Chamber,
Show Live Auckland Town Hall All Ages 2 hours 9am - 1lam
The Stink Bug Concert Chamber, .
Band Auckland Town Hall All Ages 60 minutes

Aotea Square All Ages

All Day All Day All Day All Day All Day All Day







