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I N T R O D i U C T I O N 
T H E A R T I C L E S shown iii this exhibition are part 

or a collection built up by Dr W . B. Sutch over a 

number of years, during his travels or official posts 

in Europe, the Middle East and America. The rugs 

shown here are, ol course. from the southern and 

central parts of iSiorth America, bought there bv 

Dr Sutch where thev were woven. There are no 

true rugs —floor coverings—in this exhibition. To­

day's more sophisticated buyers of these rugs ma\ 

use them to cover their walls or floor; but in reality 

their original very practical function was to cover 

or protect the bodv, human or animal. 

T E R M S U S E D 
SERAPE —an all-purpose garment, used as a kind of 

cloak or as a bed covering. When not worn it is carried 

longitudinally folded over die shoulder. 

P O N C H O —a form of jacket' or short cape with a 

slit or hole in the centre for the head. 

SADDLE BLANKET-folded and placed under the 

wooden saddle to protect the horse's body. 

SADDLE T H R O W - f o l d e d and placed over the 

wooden saddle to protect the rider's body. 

NA VAJOS — a sub-tribe of the Apache Indians of North 

America, mainly resident in New Mexico reservation. 

R E B O Z O - a form of scarf or shawl, worn by women. 



THE C A T A L O G U E 

1 Navajo terape (woollen i in colours red, black. 
brown, grey and white, with stripes and torn theme; 
stitched at edges, pproxunatelyO l(T x 

["his run i*. bated on tin- size and ihapi >i the straps, the 
design being • n the tradition 
angles and stripes, and a religious theme (ripe cart I, 
adapted to that t h e n is n ki I i i n i l black are 

the only dyes B• •.' I 

lye b a t t l u t ) . O t h e r colon - r r .lif^lit 

irotn the •keep's bacli Stitching M the edge Is characteristii 
.'i Navajo work. 

2 Navajo scrape i woollen) in cokount black, white, 
brown, ted, blue, orange and green, in stripes with 
recurring theme "1 corn gods. Size (approximate!*. 
3" 6" x T 

'in is based on. but about one inch longer than, the 
ordinary ssfacc The theme of com nod-, rccun like the 
repeti t ion ot .1 prayer. The design is adap ted from a re 

bgtous satui drawing but is not a copy (to avoid sacrilege 
Note variations in colon) and ' weight ' of t t r ipet . T h e rug 

is in a combina t ion of dyed and u n d y e d wools. 

3 Navajo scrap ooUen): .1 copy d a ceM 
moniai sand drawing in various colours and with .1 
theme of alternate gods and coin enclosed by a ted 
and blue extension of the body of the god on an 
off-white background. Size (approximately) 6' x 

t h i s serj;;e b*J i COP] of a ceremonia l design in d ie 

secret ritual at springtime planting and nwing. rhe 
original design was dune by a ' p r i e s t ' on the public 

square of the village, in sand of various colour 

destroyed the y m c day. 1 he figures are gods represent ing 

h u n t i n g a n d harvest . I . . heads , ceremonia l d r e s s -

all su r rounded by the symbol of the god 0 ! Bfc. 



4 \ di ngular 
design, separated l>\ stripes, in lou dark and 
light brown, red and white. Sia | proximateh 

x 5' 8" 

Jin.' design is based on fir trees <<r perhaps mountains 
teft cl tripes are in the oldest tradition. 

5 Navajo rug (woollen) based on saddle blanket, 
k, grey, light brown, and white, Size 

approximate!) f x 5' 

I on tl tha 
blanket, ["he di triangular simplification of tn 

and mountains. (The <ml> dye V"'[ I >s in 
iiucn-.ilk.iti MI 'ii ;li, bad I he break in th< 

Keren iras taken by 
i n o r . 

(> N Idle tbrow (woollen •• iplitied fir 
tm and mountain design with breaks in i 

[ifferenl sheet /ool, in coloui 
brow i • t, red and ofl whit (ap­
proximate!) ) I 6" x 3' 

7 Navajo saddle throw (woollen I with simp] 
1 disi ml mountain design, in colours dark 

brown (bl i : bite. Size (approxi 
i 5" x 3' 

8 Mexican rehozo (silk): finely woven, with 
ends and hinges, in colours black, 

pink, mauve, yellow anil white, in stripe design. 
Size i approximatel] i 2' 6" x 8' 

!) Mexican scrape made from cactus fibre, in 
us shades —red, pink, green, yellow, orange, 

black, blue and off-white: a design of thin stripes 
with recurrent 1 md coarse fringe at 
ea< h end. Si/e (approximately) 4 I - 7 3" 

.lexican serape from tin Saltillo di be only 

rug in the collection made ni i ii woo! bo) Eram cactus 
i. ips a little cotton. The pulp of 

the maguey yields alcohol and the fibre, used in ti 

llh.int dyes With good effect. 

iiucn-.ilk.iti


10 Mexican poncho w •lien with 

in colours ol dark brown, light brown grew black 

and off-white. Design is broad and narrow stripes 

and lines with two wide snipes containing fretted 

motif, and the diamond shaped design in the centra 

bo is sewn down iti Size (ap-

mateh I 2" x 6' 

i comes from Mexico CSty. Note Greek-like 
i i mbellishment ol Aztec 

building! \ in thi pot di a i curvet in 
Colours are mainly ili 

u ashed wc I peril i] ligl tensified 

11 Mexican i bo * \o i n En plain 00 white, 

with open work and fringe at each end. Size (ap-

tnatelj I 9" \ 6 6" 

i without any colouring 
matei 

12 Mexi< an serape oollei tfa I gn in centre 

! gle with snake, in'colours ol red, green, orange 

blue. ( entraJ design is enclosed bv broad and 

tripes ol black, grej brown and off-white. 

Ihere is a fringe at ea< h end and the serape is sewn 

down the centre. Si/c (approximately) 5' x 7' 

1 his Mexican serape (the i >rn at the back) in its 
design represents the theme of a fulfilled prophecy to 

Id Eo ind Mexico City at a 
place ; i, by an eagle with a snake in its. mouth. 

t cacti or a rock in i r a a . Note archil il 
designs and attempts at curves (built up by straight lines;. 
1 he scrape is sewn down the centre owing to limited span 

of loom. Green, while ;«u\ red are Mexican n 
eolours. 

13 Mexican serape woollen) with centra) design 

of pre-Christian Mexican gods. Hanked bv stair-like 

figures and enclosed by broad and narrow stripes 

in col purple, blue, yellow, green, red, black 

and whin down centre and fringed at ends. 

Size approximately) 4' 3" x 6' 3" 

Phil Mexican scrap. «. Jaxaca. Note architectural 
motif. 
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